
1

NO YESFirst day of LMP ≤ 7 days ago

(STI Screening, if Indicated)

Unprotected sex
since LMP? NO

YES

Does client want
to start IUS today?

NO

Adapted from the Reproductive Health Access Project. Contraception quick start algorithm.
https://www.reproductiveaccess.org/resource/quick-start-algorithm. 
Accessed February 8, 2023.

1ACurtis KM, Jatlaoui TC, Tepper NK, et al.
U.S. Selected Practice Recommendations for Contraceptive Use, 2016. 
MMWR Recomm Rep 2016;65(No. RR-4):1–66.

YES

Repeat pregnancy
test in 2 weeks 

Place IUS. Advise
client to use backup
method for 7 days.

Place IUSNegative Pregnancy Test

Advice client that early
pregnancy is possible.

Review risk of pregnancy 
with IUS in place.

If client had unprotected
sex < 5 days ago, offer EC.

Offer alternate contraception
as bridge to IUS and

schedule follow-up visit 2
weeks from today.

Levonorgestrel Intrauterine 
System (IUS) Algorithm1

Repeat pregnancy test
in 2 weeks. If negative,

place IUS.
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First day of LMP ≤ 7 days ago

(STI Screening, if Indicated)

NO YES

Unprotected sex
since LMP? NO

YES

Most 
recent sex

>5 days

Most 
recent sex
within last 

5 days

NO

YES

Advise client that early
pregnancy is possible.

Review risk of
pregnancy with IUD in

place.

Place IUD

Does client want
to start IUD today?

Offer alternate contraception
as bridge to IUD and

schedule follow-up visit 2
weeks from today.

Place IUD and repeat 
pregnancy test in 2 weeks 

If pregnancy test
is negative, place IUD 

at follow-up visit.

Copper Intrauterine 
Device (IUD) Algorithm1

Negative Pregnancy Test
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